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The publication presents a translation of the early Christian hagiographic monument «The Martyrdom of
Marian and Jacob» (Passio Sanctorum Mariani et Iacobi) (BHL 131–132) with comments and an introductory
article, which dealt with the main issues of authenticity, dating and specifics of the text. The translation is
based on the latest edition: The Martyrdom of Marian and James // The Acts of the Christian Martyrs / Ed. by
H. Musurillo. Vol. 2. Oxford, 1972. p. 194–213. The focus of the introductory article lays on the problem of the
Christian perception of prophetic visions. The work of the Roman authorities during the persecutions of
Valerian is analyzed. The "Martyrdom" tells of the events in Numidia in the spring of 259, the history of the
arrest, the suffering and the glory of the main characters - Marian and Jacob, and contains a lot of details,
revealing the behavior of the Roman authorities and Christians during the persecution. This text is the only
source that tells about the death of famous bishops: Agapius and Secundin. Finally, the text in a new way
reveals the specifics of dreams and visions, which are one of the most important features of African
hagiography. The text, written in exquisite rhetorized language, opens with traditional for African hagiography
arguments about the high position of a martyr and about those heavenly rewards that are assumed to be
accepted as suffering for Christ.
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