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The emergence of a large number of mythological elements in the cultural system indicates tension within the
system; this phenomenon resists traditional science and theistic religion, based on a rational approach (as
opposed to mythological irrationality). “New-mythological Renaissance” of the second half of the 20th century
was formed due not only to peculiarities of the cultural mentality of this era, but to active penetration of
Eastern mythology and esoteric into European culture. The New Age movement is an abundance of different
currents of religious-esoteric sense which still has a big impact on European culture, both secular and
religious. The article deals with the causes and consequences of this phenomenon and marks out the
peculiarities of the interaction of the New Age movement with scientific rationality and Christian theological
religiosity. The extensive factual material shows the penetration of elements of the New Age movement in
almost all spheres of European culture. Peculiarities of the interaction of religious and esoteric elements with
traditional Christian religiosity are also studied. The popularity of the New Age movement is caused by the
characteristics of the basic myths that exist in the mass consciousness. Besides, the article examines the major
philosophical paradigms generated by the New Age movement as well as nature of its interaction with
religious and scientific rationality. The research is performed on the basis of the analysis of literature data and
the author’s field research made by interdisciplinary Laboratory of biosociological and biophilosophy research
(Russian philosophical society).
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